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soul, with all earnestness and fervent mind doth above all other
things covet and desire, ne also less than they would the speedy
obtaining and prosecution of all such things touching the King's
said good and weighty matter committed to their charge, the mak-
ing or marring whereof, being now the said late pope deceased,
consisteth only in the advancement of the said Lord Legate of
York to the dignity papal. For, as the King's said ambassadors
may by their wisdoms well think and consider, the same must of
necessity come and fortune either to one that is an assured friend
to his Grace and the French King, or to one that is a manifest
enemy to them, favouring the Emperor's part, or to one indiffer-
ent and mean between both. And if it should chance upon a
manifest enemy it is evident that the King's desire at his hand
were merely impossible to be had, and never were to be attempted
that way. If it should come to one being indifferent and mean
between both, it is more than notorious that his Grace, at the best,
should be contained with fair words and promises, and yet such
respect should be had to the Emperor that finally, under hope of
attaining something, there should be no more but to act delay,
and finally no more fruit or effect, whereof experience hath
already been seen in one that had cause to be more friendly to the
King than indifferent or mean between both. And yet how the
matter hath depended is to the King's said ambassadors well
known, so that of necessity this thing must be conduced to one
that is an assured friend.

. . . And for the better introduction of the ways and means
how this thing shall be solicited, they shall receive herewith a
schedule, wherein is mentioned and noted by name how many
and what cardinals of likelihood shall be present at the election,
and how many and which of the other shall be absent* Scm-
blably, how many of them that be like to be present may be
thought to be friends to the King's Highness and the French
King, whose names in the said schedule be noted with A, And
how many be thought to be Imperial, whose names be noted with
K.a In the said schedule be also set out the number and names
of those that be thought to be neutral or indifferent, noted with

1 It is doubtful whether this letter is really &> but it is more like a k
than a b> or an E.                                                                                   N